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^\ ND He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people ; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
^ *• their spears into pruninghooks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. — Isaiah. 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. — 
Jesus Christ. 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord." Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give 
him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. — Paul. 

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar; 
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen? — John. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

American Peace Society. 



Abticle I. This Society shall be designated the "American 
Peace Society." 



Art. II. This Society, being founded od the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 



behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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TWO NEW BOOKS WORTH READING. 



Unforeseen Tendencies in Democracy. 

By Edwin L. Godkin, Editor of the New York "Nation." 
1 vol. crown 8vo, $2.00. 

This important book treats the following subjects: Social 
Classes in the Republic, Democratic Tendencies, The Nomi- 
nating System, The Decline of Legislatures, Peculiarities of 
Municipal Government, The Growth and Expression of Public 
Opinion, and The Australian Democracy. The strong feature 
of the book is that the distinctive aspects of American political 
life are stated with explicit frankness but without exaggeration, 
and that current facts, opinions, and tendencies are compared or 
contrasted with the theories held concerning democratic govern- 
ment by the Fathers of the Republic. 

It is not an optimistic book, but no right-minded person could 
call it pessimistic. It is a resolute survey of existing conditions 
in American politics by one of the closest observers and clearest 
thinkers in the country; with no private interests to serve 
and no petty prejudices to warp his judgment, he has written a 
book that ought to be read carefully by every good citizen. It 
is vigorous and trenchant in style, and entitles its author to the 
high praise of one who "deserves well of the republic." 
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By Kate Douglas Wiggin, author of "The Bird's Christmas 
Carol," "The Story of Patsy," "Marm Lisa," etc. 1 vol. 
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Readers of "Penelope's English Experiences" will be glad to 
have in this book a continuation of that delightful story. In 
their new tour of fun and observation, Penelope and her two 
friends take in Scotland and the Scots, as they find them in 
Edinburgh and the vicinity. All kinds of hospitable and in- 
teresting Scottish men and women are encountered, who are 
irresistibly charmed by the brightness and humor of the pilgrims. 
A vast array of historic, picturesque, and curious places and ob- 
jects pass under their observation and pithy remarks. In short, 
Mrs. Wiggin's new book will be a great trial to readers with con- 
scientious scruples against laughing, but to others it will be a 
most enjoyable book. It might be well to "lay in" this story as 
a panacea for all ills produced by the "blues." Not that it is by 
any means a nonsense book, or a series of carefully prepared 
funny paragraphs, or anything foolish ; but that it is full of de- 
licious humor of situation and dialogue, so that the reading of it 
is a vacation from care and gloom. 
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A Fearful Responsibility. 

The contents of this issue of the Advocate was 
mostly in type before the outbreak of hostilities be- 
tween this country and Spain. We had believed up 
to the last moment that hostilities would be avoided, 
although we were well aware that the course events 
were taking was running straight and swiftly to 
war. It did not seem to us possible that, so near 
the end of the nineteenth century, after the leading 
part which our people and government have taken 
in the movement for the abolition of war between 
nations, our nation would suddenly take upon itself 
the fearful responsibility of inaugurating a war, with 
all the devastation, passion, corruption and degener- 
ation involved in it. It seemed reasonable to be- 
lieve that the United States would never have an- 
other war, but would hold and strengthen its proud 
position as the leader of the nations towards a civil- 
ization relying for its strength on right and good- 
will, and not on the soulless methods of brute force. 
We make no eifort, therefore, to conceal our in- 



tense disappointment and deep sense of humiliation 
at what seems to us an irretrievable mistake on the 
part of those to whose lot it fell to control the na- 
tion's destinies at thie supreme hour. 

We do not see any ground for changing the posi- 
tion heretofore taken in these columns. We do 
not mean to misrepresent anybody's motives. We 
certainly would not make the task of the Adminis- 
tration any more difficult and thankless than it will 
naturally be. We yield to nobody in sympathy for 
the suffering Cubans, nor in abhorrence of the past 
oppressions and the recent inhumanities practised by 
the Spanish colonial officials. A nation that makes 
bull-fights its universal pastime can not have our re- 
spect. We have said from the beginning that Cuba 
ought to be free, if her people desire independence ; 
that though as yet little fitted for self-government 
the people of the island would never learn to govern 
themselves except by actually practicing self-gov- 
ernment. But no end, however noble and desirable, 
justifies the use, for its attainment, of a means which 
is essentially inhuman and iniquitous. 

We have not believed that our government would 
be justified, even from its own point of view as to 
war, in stepping off its own territory and attempt- 
ing by violence, multiplied disastrous results of 
which are sure to follow, to right the wrongs of 
these neighbors about whose real character and re- 
sponsibility for their own sufferings there is so 
much uncertainty. To do so has seemed to us the 
inevitable sacrifice of a large and general future good, 
for our own country and for the whole world, to a 
local and temporary good, if it should prove to be 
a good. 

The course on which Congress has forced the too 
pliant Administration to enter seems to us still in 
the highest degree culpable, because another way 
was open of attaining the same end, a way on which 
the Administration was far along toward success. 



